CONSIDERATIONS 


On the Sy1ikiT of 
= POPE R V, 


D 


= A N 


The intended Bill for the relief 
of Paris rs in Scotland. 


By JOHN ERSKINE, b. v. 


# One of the Minitters of Edinburgh. 


E DIN BURG E: | 
Printed by Murray & COcuRAX. 
Sold by W. Gear, Front of ihe Exchange. 1778. 


, * n ** 
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The intended Bill for the relief 
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AM as much convinced, as the warm 
ry, that religion is to be propagated 
and that every man ought to enjoy liberty 
of conicience who can give ſufficient ſe- 
curity that he will not abuſe his liberty 
to deprive other men of theirs : and this, 
I think, not only they can do who differ 
from us about church-government, and 
the ſubjects and mode of baptiſm, but e- 
ven Socinians, and others, to whom we 
juſtly deny miniſterial, and even Chri- 
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ſtian communion. Men whoſe princi- 
ples are as ſubverſive of Bible Chriſtianity 
as even Popery is, may, notwithſtanding, 
feel and regard the ſacred obligation of 
promiſes and oaths. The church of 
Scotland hath a civil right to an eftabliſh- 
ment, and diſſenters from her have both 
a civil and a natural right to toleration. 
Theſe natural and civil rights, like other 

rights of the fame kind, may be ſecured 
by law; and the granting or continuing 
fuch ſecurity may be requeſted from the 
lawgiver. A ſect, which thinks it lawtul, 
by fraud or violence, to deprive every o- 
ther ſect of theſe natural and civil rights, 
and to tolerate no religion fave their own, 

is a common enemy, againſt whoſe en- 

croachments every other ſect ſhould guard, 
and ſolicit, if neceſſary, the public pro- 
tection. It is a blind or diſtracted mo- 
deration that permits fuch a ſect, by in- 
creafing their numbers and power, to per- 
petrate all the miſchief which an ignorant 
zeal dictates to them is doing God good 
fervice. They may indeed offer to aſſure 
us of their friendly intentions, by the 
moſt ſolemn oaths, and an oath for con- 
firmation is to nien an end of all ſtrife, 
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Bat, alas! that is no oath for confirma- 
tion which does not fo aſcertain to us the 
finceriry of the ſwearer, that we may rea- 

ſonably repoſe confidence in what he a- 
| ferts or promiſes. No confirmation is 
given by their oath, who believe not a 


God the avenger of perjury, or who ſcruple 
not at fwearing falſely, or breaking an 
oath, when the intereſt of mother-church 
demands, and their own fatety permits, 
it. Such therefore can claim no conſtitu- 
tional rights from government, becauſe 
they cannot give government conſtitu- 
tional ſecurity, that they will not diſturb 
it: though humanity, and even juſtice, 
forbids the hurting them, unlets they at- 
tempt to hurt the fovereign, or their fel- 
low- ſubjects. I allow, that Roman Ca- 

tholics have naturally as much humanity, 
and honour, and conſcience, as other men; 
but, alas! the humanity, honour, and con- 
ſcience, at leaſt of ſuch poor illiterate Pa- 
piſts as the greater part of rhoſe in Scotland, 
are unhappily in other mens keeping. They 
muſt believe what the church believes ; 
and what the church believes, whether it 
is to be determined by the decrees of Popes 
and general councils, or by univerſal tra- 
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dition, they can only learn from the aſ- 
ſertions of their prieſts. An arrful advo- 
cate for their toleratior, who is probably 
himſelf of their communion, acknow- 
led es, that the convert to Popery muſt 
reſign his liberty of thinking, and be- 


* come the blind votary of an arbitrary 


« prieit, who dictates wiat, and how, he 
js to believe, with all the authority of 
© an apoſtle *.”” This may be told us in 
jeſt and derifion, but it is a ſober and ſe- 
rious truth. And what may not be dread- 
ed, if the ſouk-direQtors ſhould be Jeſuits, 
whoſe intriguing ſpirit, immoral ſenti- 
ments, and dark deſigns, have occaſioned 
their expulſion from many Popiſh coun- 
tries? One hath indeed publithed for our 
comfort, © that there 1s nct at prefent one 
<« fingle Jeſuit in the world, the late Pope 
© having aboliſhed that order +.” I ven- 
ture however to give them the name which 
a late act of parliament hath given them, 
and am not fatisfied, that changing their 
climate, and loſing their titles, muſt re- 
fine their ſentiments, and improve their 
character. 


Paper under the ſignature of Eraſmus, Weekly 
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ſes, hath denied or concealed the cruci- 
fixion of Chriſt, connived at Heathen i- 
dolatry, deſpiſed the decrees of the Ro- 
gainſt the more honeſt Dominicans for 
publiſhing them, muſt be forry ſupports 
of a free and Proteſtant eſtabliſhment. 
Hardly can it be hoped, that a fpirit 
which hath hatched the moſt deadly de- 
ſigns againſt rulers of their own commu- 
nion, or principles employed to juſtify 
theſe deſigns, will promote tenderneſs for 
the blood of princes, or of fellow-fubjecs, 
whoſe religion they deteſt : Do men ga- 
ther grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles? 
But I need not travel to China, or even 
do Portugal or France, for proofs of what 
L affert. I need not confine my reaſon- 
ings to the followers of Ignatius Loyola. 
How Papilts have kept faith with heretics, 
the annals of Britain ſuſſiciently tell. The 
men of Norfolk and Suffolk were among 
the firſt who declared for Queen Mary, 
on her aſſuring them, that ſhe would uſe 
no force upon conſcience in affairs of re- 
ligion. Was this promiſe fulfilled, by her 


191 
cruelly putting to death ſome hundreds of 
her Proteſtant ſubjects ; and more in pro- 
portion in theſe loyal counties than in the 
reſt of England? James VII. on his ac- 
ceſſion to the throne, affured his privy 
preferve the government in church and 
ſtate, as it was then by law eftabliſh- 
ed. Was it from facred regard to theſe 
promiſes that he purfued every meaſure 
for ſubverting our civil liberty, and rum- 
ing the Proteſtant intereſt ? I ſay nothing 
of the gunpowder-plot or iriſh maſſacre. 
France, however, cannot aſcribe theſe to 
the leſs gentle genius of England or lre- 
land: The Paris maſſacre was a ſcene of 
treachery and cruelty ſtill more ſhocking, in 
which many a Heathen perſecutor would 
have bluthed to bear a part. After this I 
need not mention the revocation of the edict 
of Nantz, though it hadl been often ratified 
in the moſt folemn manner; and perſecu- 
ting and baniſhing, merely on account of 
their religion, a million of ſubjects of un- 
doubted loyalty. 

But we have been told, That the ſpirit 
of Popery is now become fair and candid, 
mild and courteous; ſo that the Catholic 
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would deteſt the deceiving or deſtroying 
the poor heretic : the lion is changed into 
a lamb, the raven transformed into a dove. 
I wiſh theſe miracles, of which ſcrip- 
ture-prophecy gives no hint, were well 
atteſted ; ere, from a too haſty belief of 
them, we renounced the legal ſecurity 
we now enjoy for our religion and hber- 
ty. It is ſtrongly whiſpered, that in ſome 
places of Scotland where Papiſts have be- 
come numerous, they have intruded into 
the houſes, and diſturbed the deathbeds 
of thoſe not of their communion ; and in 
other reſpects betrayed an infolence which 
breathes little gratitude for rhe lenity of go- 
vernment, and the indulgence of their Pro- 
teſtant neighbours. I infiſt not however 
on this. Be it fo, that Catholics among 
us have, for many years, behaved quiet- 
ly; and that their biſhops and prieſts 
have exhorted them to ſuch behaviour. It 
hath been their manner to diſclaim vio- 
lent and cruel meafures when they could 
not attempt them without hazard ; and 
yet, when they acquired power, theſe pro- 
feikons were diſregarded, and their tender 
mercies have proved cruelty, Bellarmine 
hath 
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hath taught them *, © If it were poſſible 
* to root ont the heretics, that without 
4 doubt they ought to be deſtroyed root 
and branch. But if it cannot be, be- 
* cauſe they are ſtronger than we, and 
© there is danger, if they ſhould oppoſe 


us, that we ſhould be worſted, then we 


are to be quiet.” The hon, I acknow- 
ledge, when chained, hath not devoured; 
but can I thence conclude, that he will 
not devour when fet at liberty? If the 
ſtatutes of King William for reſtraining 
Popery in Scotland were abrogated by a 
formal repeal, it would be ſpeciouſſy pled 
in bar of any proceſs againſt Papiſts, that, 
by the principles of our law, older ſtatutes 
for reſtraining them were repealed by de- 


ſuetude; and thus our cafe would be much 


worſe than that of our brethren in Eng- 
land. And can we learn, from the con- 
duct of Roman Catholics, when penal 
ſtatutes againſt them remain in force, 
what would be their conduct ſhould the 
terror of all theſe ſtatutes be removed ? 
can I infer, what are mens ſentiments 
and inchnations from the appearance they 


De Laicis, 3. 22. p. 13 19. 
aſſume 
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aſfume, when ſelf-intereſt, and good poli- 
cy, leads them to conceal their ſentiments, 
and bridle their inclinations? Does the 
peaceableneſs of Roman Catholics, when 
the influence of prieſts over them is much 
reſtrained, enfure their peaceableneſs, 
when the ſubtile Jeſuit ſhall have acqui- 
red over them an uncontrouled influence? 
Hath the church of Rome declared it un- 
lawful to break faith with heretics, or to 
puniſh them with death? or hath the Pope 
renounced his pretended power of abſol- 
tions of the moſt folemn oaths ? It can 
not be pretended : it is in the nature of 
nians, Calvinifts, or Lutherans, who call 
no man on earth maſter, have renounced 
many ſentiments of thoſe from whom 
they are denominated. But a church 
claiming infallibility, cannot, without con- 
futing that claim, renounce the faith ſhe 
once profeſſed ; and what that faith is 
ſhe hath fufficiently declared, not by her 
| ems GY, Ir By Ber woes. Can 
be mere gentle then kis maſter, or the ſer- 
vant than his lord? 
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But I need not infſiſt on this. Since 
many of us came into the world, the lion 
hith ſo roared, and devoured too, as may 
f ly convince us, how he would roar 
and devour if he was unchained. Dr For- 
neaux tells us, in his letters to Mr Juſtice 
Blackſtone, that a large folio volume was 
printed in England, 1753, under the care 
of rne jeſaits, and for the ufe of the ec- 
cleftaitics in Portugal, intitled, Opuſculum 
theo:ovico-juridicum de utroque recurſu. Ac- 
cording to the doctrine which it attempts 
to eſtabliſh by reaſon and authorities, the 
civil poa er hath never auy controul over the 
eccleiattic d, but the eccleſiaſtical always 
over the civil. Even the power aſſumed and 
exerciſed by the Popes in the darkeſt ages, 
of depofing princes, is explicitly aſſerted 
alva conſcientia. The author of the Life 
logize for the flames kindled in Smith- 
field by Queen M>ry; and G. H. hath. 
tried to vindicate the burning of Huſs, 
and to anſwer Dr A.-D.'s arguments for 
the toleration of heretics. The practice 
of Catholics in other countries hath corre- 
ſponded 
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tholics among us. 
11 
guene are naturally fo tender-hearted and 
humane, that floods of tears run down 
their eyes when they are ſpectators of an 
ordinary execution ; yet, in Portugal, the 
court of inquifition remains a terror even 
to thoſe of higheſt rank; auto's de fe have 
not ceaſed; and many a zealous Catho- 
OG if, in the dark- 


— a miniſter in Dauphane, was 
2 1744» with . read 
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eency in a ſtrong light; yet, May 1745, 
he was ſentenced to be hanged, not for 
any alledged forgery, but for having 
preached in ſeveral Proteſtant afſembhes. 
ingly, in the ſeventy-minth year 
of his age, he ſuffered martyrdom for the 
mildneſs, ſerenity, and fortitude, which 
melted into tears many of the Catholics, 
and forced their applauſe. In Auguſt 
1744, the Proteſtants of Languedoc were 
flandered, for having compoſed, and ſung 
In their alſemblies, a hymn, praying for 
ſucceſs to the arms of the Empreſs, and 
King of Britain, againſt the tyrant of | 
France. They ſoon ſent a copy of this 
forgery to the commander of the province, 
Cleared themſelves of the heinous imputa- 
principles, and fignified, that a Catholic 
was commonly reported to be the author 
of that hymn, and a prieſt of Nifines the 
diſperſer of it. In another place, a prieſt, 
in ti e fileace of the night, enters into a 
| chvic.,, breaks the images, defiles the al- 
tars, runs ta a conſiderable diſtance in 
great ſeeming terror, and c ges the Pro- 
ſtans with having cammincs this crk- 


lege, 
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W deat 
his life. Yet the prieſt, though convict- 
ed of this horrid and malicious crime, 
eſcaped with a flight puniſhment. 

By royal edicts of the 1ft and 16th 


bears. Not to mention the men ſent to 
the gallies, or the women confined in re- 
hgious houſes, for being preſent at Proteſt- 
ant aſſemblies for worthip December 1745, 
Mr Defubas, who had laboured among 
the Proteſtant churches in the province of 
Virvarois, was ſeized near St Greve, and 
eſcorted by a heutenant and thirty ſoldiers 
to Vernoux. Two thouſand Proteſtants, 
men, women, and children, met them on 
the road, and humbly begged of the of- 
ficer to releaſe the priſoner, who told them, 


duty did not permit him ; but he hoped 


the magiſtrates of Vernoux might do what 
they deſired. They went there in conſe- 
quence of his advice; and were aſſured 
by two of the chief inhabitants, that their 
requeſt ſhould be conſidered, and that 
they thould have reafon to be ſatisſied. 

But 


fix on the ſpot, of whom one of the firſt 
was a woman with child, and wounded 


to the Diſſidents in Poland ; and yet, on 
the moſt frivolous pretexts, they have been 
_ ® See Popery always the fame, Lond. 1946, and the 


pieces annexed to Chapelle's Neceſite du culte publique. 
+ See Biblioth. Brem. claſſ. 3. faſc. 3. art. 4- and 


elaT. 8. faſc. 2. art. 1. : 
puniſhed 
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puniſhed as blaſphemers, deprived of their 
churches, and in 2736 declared incapable 
of public offices. One inſtance of their 
ſafferings is well known. In 1724, upon 
the falſe reports and ſuborned evidence of 
Jeſuits, the chief magiſtrate of Thorn, and 
nine of the citizens, were put to death; 
church and ſchool, and denuded of the 
privileges inſured to them by the treaty of 
Oliva, without allowing them a hearing 
in their defence. To complete the ſhock- 
ing ſcene, the execution of the condemned 
time ſpecified in the ſentence, that no 
„ r 
a pardon *, 
God, 2 3 dis 
dominions to the i 
of her Proteſtant allies ; and yet, from her 
acceſſion, to the year 1749, the Proteſtants 

in Hungary were deprived of 105 church- 
es. A court commiſſioned by her Ma- 
jeſty, 1751, to inquire into the growth of 
Lutheraniſm, announced to ſome who 


® See Authentic Narrative of the proceedings at 
Thorn, London, 2725. ö 


Were 
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were lying in irons for the profeſſion of 
ther that the land ſhould bear thorns and 
thiſtles, than that it ſhould be ploughed 


by Lutherans. Subjects there of the high- 


eſt rank ſeem to have imbibed the ſame 
blind zeal. An order, to which only no- 
 bles, and thoſe in eccleſiaſtical offices, 
were admitted, was erected in Hungary, 


1745. under the protection of St Joſeph 


and St Charles. How thefe tutelar ſaints 
notified their acceptance of the charge, or 
what benefits they have conferred on the 


order, I have not learned. They are ho- 


noured to wear on their breaits a golden 
ſtar, as a badge both of their nobility and 


orthogloxy; and, to reward their zeal, the 
Pope hath granted to an altar in the 


church of Domolk the privilege, that, when 
maſs was faid there for any who died in 
their order, their fouls ſhould be inftantly 


releaſed from purgatory. Each of the or- 
der, beſides devotional exerciſes, muſt em- 


ploy part of every day in ſtudying books 
of religious controverſy, eſpecially Bellar- 
mine on Chriſtian doctrine, which the 
Pope, in a late bull, had recommended. 
If heretics are not perfunded by their ar- 


guments, 
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puments, they are to with- hold or with⸗ 
draw from them every favour, and by 
their authority to ſilence all who talk of- 
fenſively, or raiſe n againſt te Pope, 


or Catholic faitn. The fate of the Pro- 


nn 8 


ther Auſtrian territories. By the treaty of 
Alt Ranttadt, 1707, 125 churches were 
given to the Lutherans in Sileſia; and yet, 
by an arbitrary and unexpected decree of 
the Emperor Joſeph, 1709, in direct vio- 
lation of that treaty, they were deprived 
of theſe churches; and all who had em- 
braced Lutheraniſm were _— to re- 
nounce it, under the pain of baniſhment, 
or confiſcation of goods. 
By the treaty of Weſtphalia, 1650, the 
eſtabliſhment or toleration of Popery, Lu- 
theraniſm, or Calviniſin, was to rem mn 
on the ſame footing, in every ſtate and 
city of Germany, as it had been in the 
year 1024; which, on that account, wis 
termed the amms decretorias. The Poe 
proteſled againit that treaty, as null and 
void, in fo far as it was derayatory to t ice 


intereſts of the Catnolic faitn, Muy life 


ſertations have been publithed by divines 


in the Popiih German uaiveruties, in or- 
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der to overthrow the privileges which Pro- 
teſtants enjoy by that peace; and many 
bitter anonymous tracts have pled the ſame 
cauſe. Indeed the treaty hath been vio- 
lated. Almoſt every year complaints of 
grievances have been brought before the 


Evangelic body, and by them preſented to 
the Imperial chambers : but ſeldom have 


theſe grievances, from the equity of Ro- 
teſtants of the county of Hohenloe found 
it in another way; the Margrave of An- 
ſpach having taken up arms in their be- 
half, and forced their enemies to do them 
jaftice, after they had ſuffered long and 
plications to the Emperor for relief. 

Proteſtants under Popiſh princes were, 


by the treaty of Weſtphalia, allowed, if 
they choſe, to fell all their poſſeſſions, and 


to remove to other countries : but this ar- 


:icle, intended for their benefit, hath been 
abuſed to their hurt, Popiſh princes con- 


[training them to emigrate. About 20,678 
were, on account of their religion, driven 


from the archbiſhoprick of Saltzburg, De- 


cember 1731, and January 1732, the wea- 
ther being ſtormy, and the cold moſt bitter 


re 
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and intenſe. Nor were they allowed the 
favour due even to voluntary emigrants. 
Many of them were forced to leave their 
all behind them, and to depart in a moſt 
naked and deſtitute condition, not being 
permitted to furniſh themſelves with ne- 
ceſſaries for their journey. Many of them 
impriſonment; and many of them were 


children along with them. 

When princes have renounced Proteſt- 
antiſm in thoſe ſtates of the Empire where 
it is the eſtabliſhed religion, not content 
have unneceſſarily erected many ſuch in 
other parts of their territory ; and even 
introduced the famultancum into Proteſt- 
ant churches, i. e. Popiſh worſhip, at hours 
different from that of the Proteſtant wor- 
ſhip. The Evangelic body hath often com- 
plained againſt this, as a grievance, at- 
tended with unhappy conſequences. The 
prince hath in this way gradually ſpread 
his own religion; and by alſo encoura- 

® Account of the ſufferings of the perſecuted Pro- 


teſtants in the archbithoprick of Saltzburg, Lond. 1732, 
and Further Acccunt, Lond. 1733. | 
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ging foreign Papiſts to refide in his domi 
nions, their numbers and influence have fo 


increaſed, that, at laſt, they exceed Pro- 
teſtants in both. The Newburg family 
having fucceeded to the Palatinate, not 
content with reſtraining Proteſtant mini- 
ſters from infiſting on religious contro- 
verſies, or uſing certain prayers and 
hymns offenfive to Papiſts, enjoined their 
Proteſtznt ſubjects on the high feſtivals to 
abſtain from working, and attend the 
Popiſh worſhip ; and to fuffer themſelves, 
their wives, and families, to be inſtructed 
by Popiſh prieſts and ſchoolmaſters. At 
length they went further, and endeavour- 
ed to oblige them to bow before the hoſt. 
Saxony is perhaps the only conſiderable 
country where Proteſtantiſm flouriſhes un- 
der a Popiſh prince. The cauſes of this 
are ſo pecuhar, that it is highly impro- 
bable they will ever take place any where 


elſe: but a detail of them, however curt- 


ous and uſeful, would carry me too far 


from my preſent argument. In thoſe ſtates 


of the Empire where, by the treaty of 
Weſtphalia, Proteſtants are only tolerated, 


the hardſhips they endure are ſtill greater. 
When they intermarry with Papiſis, every 
method 
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t 


method is generally uſed to make the Pro- 


teſtant party unhappy; and the children 


of both ſexes muſt be educated Popiſh. 


Theſe eflects of Popiſh power and influ- 
nancy of foreign chmates, or of national 
characters. Nor will the freedom of in- 


quiry, and gentleneſs of manners, which, 


how much ſoever we boaſt of them, have 

not always difplayed themfelves when 

there was occaſion for it, ſecure us from 

theſe effects. The invidious infinuations, 
and ill-natured aſperſions, which the 
friends of adminiſtration, and gentlemen 
in the oppoſition, mutually throw one up- 
on another, neither indicate candour and 
liberality of ſentiment, nor encourage a 
fair and free diſcuſſion of important poli- 
tical queſtions. I would not greatly con- 
fide in that humanity, which can coolly 
murder a character, or ſee it murdered by 
another. Were there lefs cauſe for fach 


complaints, what fecurity is there, that 


when numbers are perverted to the Popiſh 
religion, numbers will not alſo be infect- 
ed with its intolerant fpirit ? It hath been 
pled in behalf of the intended law for 
relief of Roman Catholics, That their aid 
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is needed againſt our common enemy, 
and by this meaſure may be procured. 
But we had need to be cautious of guard 
ing againſt a leſſer danger by expoſing 
ourſelves to a greater. If arms are put in- 
to their hands, a zeal for God not accor- 
ding to knowledge may in ſome fatal hour 
employ them for purpoſes which every 
bitterly regret. How galling would the re- 
flection prove, We might have prevent- 
* ed this calamity, but we cannot retrieve 
it?“ Jealouſies of thoſe who fight by their 
fide, may, in ſome critical and decifive 
moment, damp the ſpirits of our ſoldiers, 
and produce an unhappy panic. Beit fo 
that theſe jealouſies are groundleſs; ſtill, 
however, fuch indulgence to men hither- 
to accounted bitter enemies of our conſti- 
tution, as alarms many who, in the day 
of danger, approved themſelves its firmeſt 
friends, may hurt rather than forward 
exertions againft our ambitious neigh- 
bours. hm the growth of Popery, tho 
Papiſts were not employed in our armies, 
or fleets, might, though leſs ſpeedily, as 
furely, overturn our preſent happy eſta- 
bliſhment. When Proteſtants are baniſh- 
ed 
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ed from many Popiſh countries, or ſuffer 
in them every difſcouragement and oppreſ- 
fion ; and Papiſts, nay even Jeſuits, find 
acceſs to Proteſtant ſtates, and obtain in 
of Popery, and apoſtaſy from the Pro- 
teſtant religion, may enſue, and in time 
bring on a general perſecution of Proteſt- 


ants. Nor is it to be forgotten, that ſome 
of the moſt learned and pious, who have 


ſearched into the ſenſe of ſcripture-pro- 
phecy, apprehend, that Popery, before its 
final deſtruction, ſhall, for a ſhort ſeaſon, 
prevail as univerſally, and rage as fierce- 
ly, as ever ſhe hath hitherto done. If this 
judgement cannot be averted, at leaſt let 
us not haſten it by foo hardy experi- 
ments. | ſhould be ſorry, if any proved 
fo unthankful for the free exerciſe of his 
own religion, as to perſecute the Papiſt 
of his. But no ſuch ſpirit hath appeared; 
and I am well aſſured, from miniſters in 
that neighbourhood, tl: at the diſturbance 
given to a Popiſh meeting in Glaſgow, a- 
bout which ſome have raiſed fo hideous. 
an outcry, was occaſioned by the infolent 
behaviour of a Papiſt to a few idle boys 
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who had followed him from curiofity, 
Thoſe who apprehend the Popiſh bill may 
endanger the public ſafety, have been wit- 
tily compared to an Indian chief, convin- 


enemies, and yet allowing his tribe in the 
practice, becauſe it was the cuſtom of the 

tribes with whom he waged war. But if 
I know my enemy hath an appetite for 
human fleſh, doth it follow I would cat 
him, becauſe | endeavour to prevent his 
eating me? Kindneſs and generoſity do 
not oblige me, prudence does not permit 
me, to put a {word into the hand of an 


enemy, or madman ; and if | remonſtrate 


againſt another's putting a ſword into his 
hand, is it quite candid, to conclude from 
this, that I have imbibed the cruel ipirit 
of that enemy, or madman? Becaute 1 
would not put it in the power of anotner 
to murder me, is it fair to inter that I 
wiſh to murder him? 


It hath been plaufibly argued, That the 
law of King William, propoted to be re- 


pealed, is of ſo ſevere and ſanguinary a 


nature, as ſhocks humanity; that laws 
can never be right, when the execution 
of them would be wrong; and that the 

law 


ced of the barbarity of eating the fleſh of 


— el 


diſhonour to the Tories, who propoſed the 


1 


lav in queſtion originated from the ene- 


mies, not from the friends, of our reli- 
gion and liberty. High as my regard is 
for Biſhop Burnet, I am not warranted to 
explain the nature and tendency of a law, 


hitherto eſteemed no inconfiderable fence 


of the revolution-ſettlement, by that a- 
necdote in his hiſtory, which does equal 


law, and to the Whigs, who did not op- 
poſe it. I chink it hath not been ſuffi- 
ciently attended to, that laws for puniſh- 
ing a crime, and laws for guarding, by 
ſufficient ſanctions, againſt a dangerous 


r eration. 


Puniſhments, properly ſo called, ſhould 
always be in proportion to the atrocity of 
the crime. But as it is expedient, that 
one man ſhould die for the people, rather 
than that the whole people ſhould periſh, 
reſtraints neceſſary for the ſafety of thou- 
tands may be enforced by ſanctions, by 


which one or a few individuals may ſaf- 


fer, much beyond the demerit of their 
crime. When the piague rages in one 
country, the government in neighbonr- 
ing countries is nat arraigned as cruel or 


unjuſt, when regulations for preſerving 


D public 
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public health, are enforced, by puniſh- 
ing, with immediate death, every one who 
dares to violate them : and is not a com- 
munity equally intitled to guard her po- 
litical health and exiſtence ? If you ſay ſhe 
is not, you muſt condemn laws againſt 
ſeditious or treaſonable words and ac- 
tions, and mea ſures to prevent an enemy 
from invading your territor es, who gives 
fufficient indications of uncading it. If 
you fay ſhe is inticled, I aſk, is not the 
health, and even exiſtence, of a ſtate 
7 a. ate 
herefy, ceaſe to be criminal? And has 
not a ſtate good cauſe to difable from poi 
ſoning her youth with theſe tenets, a ſet 
infamous for teaching them, and for prac- 
tifing them too? I acknowledge, however, 
that the laws now in queſtion for reſtraint 


them hath, I doubt not, prevented ma- 
ny ſucceſsful 
therwiſe have been made for perverting 


of Roman Catholics, are enforced with 


which would o- 


ties of mankind, and to our own happy 
_ conſtitution. But then he thinks, for the 
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es, the influence of that terror muſt pro- 
portionally abate ; and perhaps our reli- 
gion and liberties would be better guard 
than by laws which the genius and ſpirit 
of the times hath rendered as dormant as 
if they were obſelete. Dr Furneaux, in 
his letter to Mr Juſtice Blackſtone, ad e- 
dit. p. 125.— 127. acknowledges, that pe- 
nal laws againſt Popery may be vindica- 
ted, becauſe it is not merely a corrupt and 

erroneous ſyſtem of religion, but a wic- 
td i bel who oppoſe her 
enormous ſuperſtitions and ufurpations ; 


I gray 


where-ever her power hath been predomi- - 
nant ; fo that it is always requifite to be 
on our guard againſt the prevalence of fo 
i ble an enemy to the general liber- 


reaſon a little ago ſuggeſted, that the 
— — ex 
be preferable to ours. That wiſe 


2 in their country, 


no prieſts but natives, no attempts to make 


proſelytes, &c.; and in caſe of a breach 


of any one of theſe regulations, the place 
EE D 2 of 
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of worſhip belonging to the Roman Ca- 
tholics in the diſtrict where the offence 


The conſequence is, that there is hardly 
ever a convert attempted to be made to 
' Popery ; Catholics are preſerved or wean- 
ed from any attachment to a foreign in- 


tereſt; and at the fame time, having no 


ſhare in the magiſtracy, and their num- 
bers and perſons being well known, the 
danger which might be apprehended from 
their principles, is in a great meaſure 
precluded, perhaps in a greater degree 
than where the laws are ſo ſevere, that 
the idea of executing them thocks our 
humanity. This, I acknowledge, is plau- 
fible ; but I much doubt if the genius of 
Britain, and our jealouſy of every re- 
ſtraint upon liberty, admits fo ſtrict a 
police as takes place in Holland. The 
Doctor adds, to guard againſt the pre- 
< valence of Popery is mere ſelf- defence; 


for Papills ſtyle us heretics, and as ſuch 


** fit for nothing but extirpation in this 


World, and damnation in the next.“ 


If it is thus neceſſary to take every me- 
tzod requiſite for our ſecurity againſt 
their perſecuting principles and practices, 
old 


is committed, is immediately ſhut up. 


maturely weighed than their importance 


venture on practices, to which, in ſome 
parts of the highlands and iſlands of Scot- 


1 


old laws ought not to be abrogated, or 
new laws enacted, in which the intereſt 


of every Proteſtant is deeply affected, till 


counties and boroughs, the proper guar- 
dians of our civil, and church-judicatories 
of our religious rights, are fatisfied, that 
the ſecurity granted for both by the U- 
nion cannot be impaired by ſuch change. 
I cannot lay great ſtreſs, in the preſent 
queſtion, on the unanimity with which 
the Engliſh act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of par- 
lament. Often in the cloſe of a ſeſſion 
both houſes are thin, and meaſures leſs 


deſerves. Had the conſequences of the 
ſtamp- act been foreſeen, it would have 
found the keeneſt oppoſition; and I may 

venture to ſay Mr Grenville would never 


have moved it. Beſides, in ſo commer- 


cial, populous, and well-cultivated a coun- 
try as England, jeſuits would hardly ad- 


land, diſtance from courts of juſtice, and 
from the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church, 


would often embolden them. The late 


act being propoſed by ſome diſtinguiſhed 
leaders of the oppcſition, is, with me, 
no 


many of the beſt- affected ſubjects appre- 
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no decifive proof of its falutary tendency. 
A future Burnet may announce, that they 
were inſtigated to the motion, by defire 
of embarraiing adminiſtration, or by ar- 
guments addreſſed to the intereſted prin- 
ciple, not to the underſtanding. I would 
| flatter myſelf a more candid account is 
this indulgence to Papiſts, would hatten 
greater indulgence to Proteſtant diflent- 
ers, who better merit it; while others ap- 
prehended, that national credit needed 
the ſapport of wealthy Catholics. I ho- 
nour the purity of theſe gentlemens inten- 
tions. I only with, time may not con- 
ww euker duets abated mad 
ſed too dear. 
I have heard from good authority, that 
the Premier declared in parliament, he 
if it gave general umbrage. If our no- 
bility, gentry, clergy, and commons, ne- 
glect to appriſe government what evils 


hend from a ſimilar law in Scotland, the 
guilt of its being enacted muſt be chiefly 
imputed to them, not to the Sovereign, 
or prime miniſter. 


Some 
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Some who wiſh, from malice or inte - 
reſt, to excite the public indignation, or 
the difpleafure of thoſe in power, againſt 
ſuch as differ from them in queſtions of 
civil or charch policy, have buzzed it a- 
bout, that the clamour raifed againſt the 
intended bill proceeds from men of a tur- 
bulent factious ſpirit, diſaffected to the 
meaſures of adminiſtration. In anſwer to 
this, which indeed hardly needs an an- 
ſwer, I would obſerve, that oppoſition to 
the bill originated in the city of Glaſ- 
gow, the inhabitants of which have been 
always remarkably well affected to our 
moſt all on the fide of adminiſtration in 
the American conteſt. I might add, that 
clergymen of the moſt oppoſite ſentiments 
in that queſtion, and in our eccleſiaſtical 
debates, have equally diſcovered their a- 
larm at the intended bill. 
Many of the moſt reſpectable ſynods in 
Scotland, indeed almoit all who had ſeen 


the Engliſh act at the time of their meet- 


ing, have teſtified their alarm. This is a 
more genuine indication of the mind of 
the church, than the filence of a general 
aſſembly, which had not ſeen the bill, 


and 


Wy 


and knew very imperfectly what it con- 
tained. Strangers to our church-govern- 
ment they muſt be, who know not, that 
a general aſſembly hath no power to paſs 
or enact laws, till they tranſmit an over- 
ture for that purpoſe to every preſby- 
tery in Scotland and that overture hath 
by a majority of preſbyteries been appro- 
ved. Surely, then, a general aſſembly, 
without ſuch approbation, is no way au- 
thoriſed to alter our preſent eſtabliſhment, 
or to renounce any legal ſecurity for it 
which we now enjoy. 


The head of the Roman-Catholic clergy | 
in Scotland hath aſcribed the reſolutions 


taken by different fynods againſt the Po- 
piſh bill, to a late pamphlet by an E- 


piſcopal clergyman, whoſe zeal againſt 


Popery he invidiouſly afcribes to the diſ- 
covery he had made laſt ſpring of the 
willingneſs of Papiſts to take the oaths to 
government. Thoſe who tell ſtories, had 
need of good memories. The alarm of 
the city of Glaſzow, and of the ſynod of 


Glenelg, commenced fome months before 
the publication of that pamphlet ; and 
therefore, if cauſed by it, were eflects 
prior to the cauſe, Not one in ten in the 

eight 
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eight ſynods which have fince declared their 
ſentiments on the fame fide, could have 
had opportunity of reading Dr A.-D.'s 
letter. It is ſtrange that G. H. ſhould 
have forgot, that Dr A.-D.'s zeal againſt 
Popery commenced much earlier than laſt 
ſpring ; when before that time the Doc- 


his book on miracles ; for which, as well 
as his late letter, he merits the thanks of 
every fincere Proteſtant. But G. H.'s for- 
getting that Pope Clement VT.'s letter to 


the King and Queen of France, diſtin- 


guiſhes between vows and oaths, and al- 
lows their confeſſors to abſolve them from 
both, is another proof, that his weakneſſes 
are as beneficial to his cauſe as his abilities. 
The revolution-ſettlement has much to 
fear from indifference about Popery ; but 
can never be endangered by honeſt endea- 
vours to kindle zeal againft it; and a day 


will come, when God will put a differ- 
ence between him who ſweareth with a 


doubting conſcience, or an intention to 
betray ; and him who, from miſtaken i- 
deas of religion or civil government, fear- 
eth an oath. 


It is vain to argue with thoſe who 
E plead, 
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plead, that nothing is granted to Papiſis 


by the Engliſh act, unleſs the right of pri- 


vately exercifing their religion, educating 
their own children, and tranſmitting to 
them their property. Had this been all, 
G. H. would have hardly undertaken his 
Journey to London laſt ſpring on that ac- 
count ; his party would not have fo much 
boaſted of the ſucceſs of his negotiations; 
nor would L. 50,000 have been employed 
for building and endowing a ſplendid 


; maſs-houſe at Bath, with the fineſt paint- 


ings, and excellent vocal and inſtrumen- 


tal muſic, to attract the many gæy and 


thougatleſs young people who retcrt there. 


Indeed ſome of the moſt candid and able 


defenders of the act have acknowledged, 
that Papiils, and even ſeſuits, are autho- 
rifed by it, to open maſs-houſes, keep 
boarders, and teach ſchools. It is this 
which hath raiſed the general alarm; 
though I ackrowledge I dread the worſt 
conſequences from any extenſion of an 
act to Scotland, whereby Papiſts thall be 
allowed to exclude their next Proteſtant 
heirs, or whereby they ſhall be permitted 
to purchatec land and hereditaments. Sums 
may be advanced for the jaſt purpoſe by 
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the ſociety de propaganda fide ; and pur- 
chaſes made, which may eventually expel 
the Proteſtant tenants from many corners 
of our land, and ſupply their place by fo- 
reign Papiſts. | 
Some ridicule our fears, as inconſiſt- 


ence with confidence in the goodneſs of 


our cauſe, and with reliance on the divine 
protection. Great,” ſay they, © is truth, 
and in every combat thall finally con- 
quer. The church is founded on a rock; 
and Chriſt hath promiſed, that the gates 
of hell ſhall never prevail againſt her : 8 


An argument no more pious or ſolid, than 
that by which the devil would have per- 


ſuaded our Redeemer to caſt himſelf down 
from a pinnacle of the temple : © He ſhall 
give his angels charge concerning thee, 
and in their hands they ſhall bear thee 
up, left at any time thou daſh thy foot 
_ © againft a ſtone.” It is a tempring, not 
_ a truſting God, to neglect the defence of 
truth, againſt the ſpecious reaſonings, the 
crafty miſrepreſentations, the ity artifices 
and ſecret mines, or the open violence of 
her enemies. It is fanaticiſin, to view, 
with indiftercace, threatening anpearances 
of danger; and, while we pretend to loan 
E 2 on 
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on God for help, to flight the means of 
ſafety which Providence hath put in our 
power. Truth hath little to fear from 
thoſe who exhibit to the public a fair and 
undiſguiſed account of their opinions, 
however erroneous ; fubmit them to a 
thorough and impartial examination ; and 
appeal to reaſon and ſcripture for deciſion. 
But when, to gain proſelytes, the obnox- 
ĩious part of a ſyſtem is concealed, diſgui- 
ſed, or denied ; free inquiry diſcouraged ; 
and reaſon and ſcripture objected to, as 
incompetent judges of controverſy ; the 
blind muſt lead the blind, and both fall 
into the ditch. Other ſeats more modeſt- 
ly oppoſe particular truths, and leave you 
in full poſſeſſion of the weapons by which 
you may reſiſt their aſſaults: but Popery 
takes away the key of knowledge, leaves not 
a iword or ſhield in Iſrael, and perſuades 
you, that, to fee clearly, you muſt pull 
out your eyes, and exclude the light. She 
ſoothes the indolent, by teaching them, 
that truth is beſt found when leaſt ſearch- 
ed after; ſhe gratifies the ſenſes and i- 
magination, by ſubſtituting pomp and 
ſhow, inſtead of ſpiritual worſhip ; and 
_ the allures the profligate, by telling him, 

that 


1991 


chat deliverance from the pains of pur- 
gatory may be purchaſed with money. 
She bribes the poor to profeſs a religion 
which they do not believe, and to fuifer 
their children to be trained up in it. To 
| bewitch the unwary, many articles of the 
Popiſh creed are fo explained and ſoftened, 
tween them and the Proteſtant doctrine. 
Many of the guardians of youth, infected 
with the faſhionable notion, that right o- 
pinion in religion is of little importance, 
aad wrong opinion not dangerous, think 
it unneceſſary, perhaps illiberal, to inſpire 
their pupils with any reſpec for the reli- 
gion of their country, and are mighty in- 
ditierent though others ſhould inftil into 
them prejudices againſt it. By the in- 
creaſe of a ſelfiſh, and the decay of a pu- 
blic ſpirit, men are prepared to ſacrifice 
their friends, their country, their con- 
ſcience, to any worldly advantage, or e- 
ven a chance for it. They receive not the 
truth in the love of it, that they may be 
 faved; and therefore, by the natural ten- 
dency of things, as well as by the juſt 
judgement of God, they are given up to 
ſtrong delufions, to believe a lie. Chriſt 


{hall 
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{hall always have a ſeed to ſerve him: but 
the goſpel may be taken from nations 
which now enjoy it. 
I conclude theſe reflections by tran- 
ſcribing a paſſage from an election- ſermon 
preached by Dr Mayhew of Boſton, 1754, 
before Governor Shirley, his Majeſty's 
Council, and the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
as a delineation of the conſequences of 
the Britiſh colonies being conquered by 
France. I ſeriouſly recommend it to Bri- 
tons who lean upon native Papiſts, or to A- 
mericans who confide in French Catholics, 

for the ſupport of their reſpective claims. 
And what horrid ſcene is this, which 
reſtleſs, roving fancy, or ſomething of a 
higher nature, preſents to me, and fo 
chills my blood! Do I behold theſe ter- 
ritories of freedom become the prey of ar- 
| bitrary power? Do I ſee the motely ar- 
mies of French, and painted favages, ta- 
king our fortreſſes, and erecting their 
own, even in our capital towns and cities! 
Do I behold them fpreading defolation 
through the land! Do | fee the flaves of 
Lewis, with their Indian allies, diſpolleſſ- 
ing the frez-bora ſubjects of King George 
of the inheritance received from their fore- 
fathers, 
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fathers, and purchaſed by them at the ex- 
pence of their eaſe, their treaſure, their 
blood! To aggravate the indignity be- 
yond human roleration, Do I fee this 


goodly patrimony raviſhed from them by 


thoſe who never knew what property was, 
except by ſeizing that of others tor an in- 
fatiable icrd! Do I fee Chriſtianity ba- 
niſhed for Popery ! the Bible for the maſs- 
book, the oracles of truth for fabulous le- 
gends! Do I fee the facred edifices erect- 
ed here to the honour of the true God, 


and his Son, on the ruins of Pagan ſuper- 
ſtition and idolatry ; erected here, where 


Satan's ſeat was; do I fee theſe ſacred e- 
difices laid in ruins themſelves ! and o- 
thers riſing in their places, conſecrated to 

the honour of ſaints and angels! Inſtead 

of a train of Chriſt's faickful, laborious 
miniſters, do I behold an herd of lazy 
monks, and Jeſuits, and exorciſts, and 
cowled and uncowled impoſtors! Do I 
fee a Proteſtant, there, ſtealing a look at 
his Bible, and being taken in the fact, pu- 
niſhed like a felon ! What indignity is 
vonder offered to the matrons! and here 
ro the virgins! Is it now a crime to re- 


verence tlie hoary head; and is he alone 
happy, 
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happy, that taketh the little-ones, and 
daſheth them againſt the ſtones! Do I ſee 
all liberty, property, religion, happineſs, 
changed, or rather tranfubſtantiated, into 
ſla very, poverty, ſuperſtition, wretched- 
neſs! and, in fine, Do 1 ſee the miſerable 

ſufferers (thoſe of them that ſurvive) bit- 
terly accuſing the neghgence of the public 
_ guardians ! and charging all their calami- 
ties, leſs upon the enemies, than upon the 
fathers of their country! O diſhoneſt ! 
profane! execrable fight! O piercing 
ſound ! that entereth into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth! Where! in what re- 
gion! in what world am I! Is this ima- 
gination, (its own buſy tormentor), or is 


it ſomething more divine? 1 will not, I 


cannot believe tis prophetic viſion; or 
that God has ſo far abandoned us.“ 
When Dr Mayhew gave this warning, 
it was a day of darkneſs with North A- 
merica. It is fo now with Great Britain. 
Let us not render it darker ſtill. Let the 
friends of their country be wiſe as fer- 
pents, and harmleſs as doves. Let none 
of them hurt the cauſe they deſign to 
ſerve, and furniſh Papiſts with a wiſhed- 
for and ſpecious plea, in favour of the o- 
pen 


hy II 
pen toleration of their religion; by inju+ 
ring their perſons, properties, or intend- 
ed places of worſhip; by aſſuming the 
office of makers or exccutors of the law ; 
or by any conduct ſeditious and difre- 
ſpectful to government. At the ſame 
r 
rr bed 
hazard to their lives, their liberty, their 
religion. If they dread danger from Pa- 
paſts, and even Jeſuits, being allowed to 
open public maſs-houfes, ſchools, and 
| boarding-ſchools, let them delineate that 
danger as it really appears to them. It is 
diſregard humble addreſſes from men of 
known loyalty on a matter in which their 
higheſt intereſts are ſo deeply concerned. 
But ſhould the addreflers fail of the de- 
fired ſucceſs, at leaſt they have done their 
duty, and delivered their own fouls, 


9 . 


P. S. The Author is indebted for the 
account of the grievances of Proteſtants 
in Germany, and the Auſtrian domi- 
nions, to Kieſsling's Wahrheit der Luthe- 


riſchen religion, Lipſ. 1762, and Walchs 


Geſchichte der Evangeliſch Lutheriſch re- 
gion, Jena 1753; which he neglected to 
cite at the foot of the page, as they are in 
a language with which few of his readers 
and integrity of theſe authors, and their 
publiſhing theſe facts in Germany, ſo 
great a part of which is Popiſh, are ſuf- 
ficient grounds of relying on their narra- 


tives. 
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